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Ann Mayeda
Department of English and American Literature

There is not such a cradle of democracy upon the earth as the Free Public Library, this republic
of letters, where neither rank, office, nor wealth receives the slightest consideration.
— Andrew Carnegie

The above quote is placed prominently on the fourth floor wall of the Seattle Central Library, and after
a very informative guided tour of the facility, I found it to be quite true to these words.

This library is one of the 27 in the public library system and is located in the heart of downtown Seattle,
Washington. Designed by Dutch architect, Rem Koolhaas, this glass and steel structure came with a
price tag of $165.5 million and opened in 2004, corralling more than 8,000 visitors a day in its first
year.

The 11-level structure sports a contemporary look and feel that is innovative in both form and function.
The library's total area sprawls 362,987 square feet of which only 32 percent is devoted to books and
materials - it is also administrative center, book-sorting center and civic center with auditorium and
meeting rooms. Designed with growth in mind, it has a capacity for more than 1.45 million books and
materials and currently houses 1 million items on 9,906 shelves.

In an attempt to reshuffle how libraries house information, all the books move around the building in
a high-tech book-handling system that operates for the most part out of public view. All nonfiction
librarians are gathered in a central "mixing chamber" or platform on Level 5, connected by both sight
and intercoms. These information guards guide patrons to the "spiral of books - a gently inclined
unbroken floor that climbs and climbs from Levels 6 through 9, and emphasizes the unity of knowledge.
It also cuts the search time for a book in half.

When planning the library, the designers anticipated the future as not one of a scarcity of information
that libraries have traditionally addressed by sharing books; rather, it was and is the over-abundance of
information brought on by the Internet. Patrons would need help sorting through the 100,000 hits their
search engines might return. Thus the Central Library is fundamentally designed - in both its public and
staff spaces - to meet the Information Age of the 21st century. The building currently houses 400
computers for public use, is wireless Internet ready and equipped with stations for laptop plug-in access.

The Library Equal Access Program (LEAP) helps make the Central Library an equally accessible resource
for people with disabilities and/or special needs. The program offers adaptive equipment, materials in
accessible formats and library services for patrons who are visually impaired, hearing impaired or have
other special needs.

In the US, libraries have now become places where the public expects free Internet access and training
on how to use it; 24-hour research assistance; the ability to access materials such as the Oxford English
Dictionary from a home computer; online card catalogs that offer photos, reviews and other information
once more common to commercial sites. While printed materials still make up 66 percent of the library
materials budget, more and more information is now available only in electronic form. The Central
Library has been able to adapt and accommodate this changing dynamic and is paving the way for other
libraries nationwide.

And lastly, for a city known for its coffee history (home to
Starbucks, Tully's and SBC) and eco-friendly policies, one can
understand why lidded drinks are allowed inside the library and
why the parking garage is equipped with charging stations for hy-
brid electric cars.

So while Carnegie referred to rank, office and wealth as having no
consideration in a public library, what is noteworthy about this
library is that it truly levels the playing field by not only providing
equal access but the latest, state-of-the-art access to information
and technology. That, in my opinion, is a very mean feat.
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テキストボックス
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　館報「こかげ」掲載文についてのおわび

　大阪樟蔭女子大学図書館報「こかげ」第３号７頁に掲載しました読書感想文「百瀬しのぶ『おくりびと』」において不適切な引用がありました。検討の結果この感想文を削除させていただきます。
　
　関係者の皆様や学生・教職員の方々に多大なるご迷惑をかけてしまいましたことを、心より反省し、お詫び申しあげます。今回の件を深く受け止め、このような事態の再発を防ぐよう今後十分配慮をいたします。
　
　今後も「こかげ」のご愛読・ご応募よろしくお願い申し上げます。

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　平成21年４月3日
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　大阪樟蔭女子大学図書館
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